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! THE FLOWER OF DEATH.

A Night of Despair and its Joyful Morning,

BY J. F. DAVIDSON,

L]

“You are as good as dead,”” said the
dector, looking steadily at Anatole.

Anotole staggered. He had come
to pass u cheerful evening with his

- old friend, Dr. Bardais, the savant
whose works in poisonous snbstances
are so well and favorably known, but
one whose excellence of heart and al-
most fatherly kindness Anatole had
been able to appreciate more than any
one. And now all of a sudden, without
regard for his feelings, withont being
prepared to hearit, the terrible r -og-
nostic is uttered by so greal an au-
thority.

“Unfortunate fellow,” continued
the doctor, ‘“what have you done?”

“Nothing that I kuow of,” stam-
mered Anatole, greatly troubled.

“Try to recollect. Tell me what
you have drank, what you have eaten
and what you have breathed.”

The last word spoken by the doctor
was a ray of light to Anatole. That:
7ery morning he had received a letter
from one of his friends who was trav-
eling in India. In this letter had been
a flower plncked on the shores of the
Ganges by the traveler—a flower, red,
warped and of bizarre shape,the odor
of whicl, he remembered well now,
had seemed to him strangely penetrat-
ing* Anatole searched in his pocket-
book and took therefrom the letter
aud flower in question, which he
showed to the savant.

“Withont doubt,” exclaimed the
doctor, ‘‘it is the Pyramenensis Indica

—the fatal flower, the flower of
death.”

““Do you really think so?"

I am sure of it.”

““But it is not possible. I am only

25 years old. I feel myself full of life
and health.”

““When did you open that fatal let-
fera

“At 9 o'clock this morning.”

“Well, tomorrow morning at the
same honr, indeed at the same mo-
ment, yon will feel a sharp anguish
at the heart, and it will be all over
with you.”

“And do you not know any remedy,
any means of —'

““None,” said the doctor, and hiding
his face in  his hands he sank back-
ward in an armchair, choked with
grief. 3

From the emotion displived by his
old friend, Anatole realized that there
was no hope. He departed in a dazed
mapuer,

“We'll see about that. And now
that you nre acquainted with my
answer I will not detain you longer.”

“That is not altogether polite. Buk
Iam as good-humored as I am tena-
cious, M.Bousard. I em not offended
at your procedure,and I will remain.”

“‘Remain if you like. I consider
you as gone, and I will not converse
further with you.”

And M. Bousard turned tpward the
wall, grambling, *'Did one ever sce the
like; to disturb a peaceful man, to
rouse him from his sleep, for the pur-
pose of listening to such nonsense.”

Suddenly M, Bousard made a
bound from his bed.

Anatole lad taken up one of toe
trombones of the professor,into which
he blew with might and main, madly
moving the slia. Infernal sounnds
were emitted by the instrument

“My cherished trombone, given me
by my pupils! Leave the instrument
alone, monsieur.”

*“Mounsieur,” said Anatole, ‘‘you
consider me as departed. I cousider
you as absent, and I am amusing my-
self while waiting for your return.
Um-pa! TUm-pa! What dulest mel-
ody!”

*‘You will cause me to receive notice
to leave the hause. My neighbors
will not tolerate the tromboue after
midnight,”

“‘Then all T can say is they have no
love of music in their souls. Z-z-z-z!
Wow! Tootle-too! Um-pa! Um-pa!®

“‘Stop, for mercy’s sake.”

“Do you consent,then?"”

““T'o what?"

“To give up the marriage.”

*‘But monsieur, I can’t do it

“Then, um-pa!”

“*M. Capendac is a terrible man, Tf
I affront him thus he will kill me.”

*Does that reason inflneuce you?”

**Yes, aud others besides,”

“In that case leave all to me. Only
swenr to me that if T obtain the con-
sent of M. Capendac to the breaking
of the mateh my cousin shall be free.”

“*Yes, monsieur, she shall be free.”

“Bravo. I have your word. Permit
me to retire. But where does this
Capendac live?®

“Number 100, Rue des Deux-Epees.

“T will go there. Good-by.”

“As for you,” thonght M. Bousard,
“‘yon ave puiting’ your head in the
lion’s menth, and youn will be tanght

HT have the consent of M.Capendae.
Open, or I will have te Lreak the
door.” : :

M. Bonsard opened it. Auatolé
showsd him tlie paper dnd going to
the door of Nicette's room called out:

YCousid, rise; dress yourselfquickly;
and come down,”’

Some minutes after, Nicette;fresh a3
the dawn, came into the little parlor.

*“What is the matter?'’ she inquired.

tPhe matter is,”” answered M. Bou-
sard, ‘‘that your cousin is crazy.”

“Tf that be so there is at any rate
method in my madness;” exclaimed
Anatole. “This very night, my dear
consin, I have achieved two things. M.
Capendac has renounced his claim to
your hand,and your excellent gnardian
onsents that you shall marry Wwhom
you please.” :

“Really and truly,my guardian,am I
free to marry Anatole?”

“Ha!"” exclaimed Anatole.

“Then, Ilove you, my consin.’

At that moment Anatole felt his
heart beab rapidly. Was it by reason
of the pleasure which the nnexpectec
avowal of Nicetts Lad caused him?
Was it the pang predicted by Dr.Bar-
dais? Was it death?

\Wretch éhat T am!" exclaimed the
poor fellow. ‘‘The cup of happiness
is at my lips, and I am going to die
without tasting it."” :

Then feverishly taking Nicette's
hand he told her all; how he had re-
ceived the letter which contained the
flower whose fragrance ha had inhaled
and of the prognostic uf Dr, Bardais;
how Lie had made his will in her favor,
the steps e liad subsequently taken,
and the snccess with which Lis efforts
hiad been crowned. :

“Apq nmow,” sighed he, “‘I must
die.” =
* ©But it is impossible,” said Nicette;
“the doctor is deceived. Who is he?”

4 man who is never wrong in his
dia~nosis; Nicette—Dr. Bavdais.”

“Bardais, Bardais!” cried M. Bou-
sard snddenly, bursting out langhing.

“ “I'ne learned Dr. Bardais has just been
suddenly stricken with inentul allenntion,
The mania [rom which he suffers is of a sei-
ontific charneter. It is well known that the
doctor mude n special study of poisunous
suhstunces, He believes now that all whom
he meets are poisoned and eadenvors to per-
suade them that suech is the ease. He wag
removed ut night to the madnouse,’ "

“Nicette!"”

“snntole!”

The young couple had rushed into
each other's armsand were locked ina
fond embrace.
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effects of the shock weredisapp =
and he began now io collect his vagrant
thoughts. ‘
“My plight,” thonght he, ‘‘is thuy
of aperson condemned to death. Yet
I can still hope for merey. By the
way, how much ionger haveI to live?”
He looked at his wateh.
“Tt lacks three hours of morning.
It is time I was in bed. I go to bed,

indeed! To devote the last sad honrs
of my life to sleep! No. I can cer-
tainly do better than that. But,what?

Parbleu! I bave it. I wiil deaw np
my last will and testament.”

A restawrant which remained open
all night was near by. Anatole en-
tered and sat down,

_““Waiter,n enp of coffee and a bottie
of ink.”

He took asip and looked at his
writing paper, reflecting: *“To whom
shall I leave my GUOO franes income?
I have neither father nor mother—a
fact which is lucky for them. And
among the persons who interest me I
can think only of one—Niceite,”

Nicette was one of his forty-second
cousins, a charming young girl of 18
vears, with fair tresses and large, black
eyes. Like himself she was an orphan,
and this commurity of fate had long
ago established a bond of sympathy
between them. His will was speedily
drawn up. He lcft everything to
Nicette.

‘‘Poor Nicette,” thonght he, ‘Her
gunardian, who knows little of the
world except his class, which he teaches
to play on brass instruments at the
conservatory, has bethonght himself
to promise her haud to a brute, a sort
of bully, whom she detests, because
she loves nnotlier, as she has avowed
to me, althonglh with reticenee and an
embarrassed air. Who is this happy
mortal? But hy must be worthy of
her, sinee she has fixed her affection
on him, Good, gentle, comely and
aflectionate Nicette deseives an ideal
husband. Ah, how well wonld she
heve suited me for a wife. It isan
infamouns tyranny to spoil her life by
giving ber to a brute. But why should
I not be Nicette's champion? I have
said it now, and tomorrow morning I

will Dbegin te act. But tomorrow
morning it will be too late. Now 1is
the time to begin, if at all. The hour

is a little mal a propos to see people,
but as I shall he dead in five honrs I
don’t care a son for cenventionalities.
Yes, T'lldoit—my life for Nicette.”

It was 4 o’nlock in the morning
when Angtole rang the bell at the
house of Nicette's gunardian, M. Bou-
sard. Badly frightened and wearing
his night-cap, he answered the deor.

“‘Is the house on fire?"”’

“No, my dear M. Bousard,” replied
Anatole, ‘I have come for a chat.”

At this hour?”

“T am at all hours pleased to see
yon; but you are not dressed, M.Bon-
sard. Are you going back to bed
again?”’ .

“That’s what I am going to do.
But—I suppose monsienr, that to dis-
turb me in this macner you must have
something very important to say to
me.”'

“Very important, M. Bousard. Ttis
necessary that you give np yonr plan
of marrying my cousin Nicette to M.
Capendac

Y Naver, monsieur, never”

“But I say, yes.”

“Alonsicur, my resolution is taken,
The marriage will take place,”

#Tt will not."

- :
Mecuwhile Anatole hastened fo
ted Whan ha arri

“He.e is aman well defended,”
thonght Anatole.

Finally the door was cpened, Ana.
tole found himself in fhe. presence of
a gentleman with a Inrge, curled mus-
tache, who wore a fencing costume as
Lis night-dress.

“Always ready, ¥ou sce.
invention."

The walis of the ante-chamber were
hidden by suits of armor. In the little
parlor into which Capendac conducted |
his visitor hesaw only weapons galore;
ataghaus, poisonel arrows, sabres,one
and two-handed swords, pistols,lances:
there was plenty there tomake a timid
henrt guail.

“Bal,” thought Anatole, “what do
I risk now? Two honura and a hall at
the most. Here goes,”

*‘Monsienr,” said Anafole, “‘you are
going to murry Mlle, Nicette?”

“Yes, monsieur.”

““Mousieur, you shall not marry
her.”

“Blood and thunder, and who will
hinder me?”

ST will”?

Capendac Iooked askance at Anatole,
who wuas not a large maun, but who
seemed very determined.

“Ah, yenng man,” said he,at length,
“you are lucky to find me in a pleas-
ant humor. Profit by it. Do you
know that Thave fonghttwenty duelsin
which I had the mizfortune to slay five
of my adversaries and to wonnd the
other fifteen? Once more I warn you
to retire.” - ’

“I see,” replied Anatole, *“‘that you
are an adversary worthy of my steel,
and my desire iuncreases to weasure
swords with a man so redonbtable.
Let us see. Suppose we fight with
those two swords by the chimney, or
these cavalry sabres, or ihese—or
what do you say to these enrved
ataghans. Yon don’t decide? Why do
you hesitate?”

“T was thinking of your mother and
the grief your denth would cause her.”

“I am an orphan. Do yon 1_11tcfe1-
the carbine,ihe pistol or the revolver?”

“Young mau,do not fool with these
firearms "

“‘Ara vou afraid? You fremble.”

“T tremble? Nonsense, it is the
cold.”

““Then either fight or renounce the
haund of Nicette.”

“f like your plack. The brave
should always be in harmony with each
other. Doyou wish me to confess some-
thing to you?”

“Out with it.”

“For some time past I have wished
to free myself from this betrothal, but
I did not know how to go to work
about it. Twonld consent very willing-
ly to what you ‘desire of we, but you
must understand that I. Capendac,can
not have the aiv of yielding to threats.
Now you have menaced me.”

¢T withdraw the menace.”

“Then it is agreed.”

“Will you write and sign your ve-
linquishment of Nicette?”

*I have so much sympathy for yeu
thet T can refuse you nothing.”

It is my

Furnished with.dhe precious paper,
Anptole burried back to the residence
of M. Fonsard. He reached his door
at 8 o’clock.

“ling-a-ling-a-ling."”

“Who is there?"

“Anntoie.”

“Pe off to bed,”’ cried the professor,

wrathiully.

the native-born inhabitwnts of the
"' Talng cannot speak English,
~tatichine there

Bosworth, Wisweg

as the commonly spoken tongue of
nearly 3,000,000 inbabitants, At that
time Welsh was spoken by 1,000,000
persons,

Strangely enongh, while in Wales
fewer people speak both English and
Welsh than Welsh alone, in Scotland
almost five times as many people use
both langnages as those wha speak
Grelic only, and in Ireland the pro-
portion is still greater, being twenty
speaking both to one whois able to
speak Irish ouly.

Alanx is spoken in the Isle of Man.
The population of the island is 55,598
The people are of Celtic extraction,
with an intermixtare of Novwegiau.
The island was nnder the rule of Nor-
way from 870 to 1263 A, D. Poth
Manx and English are used in the pro-
mnlgation of any new law in the
island.

The Channezl Islands have a popu-
lation of about 92,000, and the lan-
anage spoken is French. Thus six
langnages are used in the British Isles.
There is,it may be mentioned, a Cel-
tic dialeet spoken in Brittany called
Armovican, or Breton,
of the nature of Welsh, and is th
last member of the Celtic group,9Be
of which are mentioned above.

QUAINT AND CURIOUS, .

Both Mary Queen of Scols and George
111 were buried at midvight.

Guupowder dates from A, D. 346,
while smokeless gunpowder dates back
to 1545.

There is a quick silver mine in Pern
480 feet deep. In this abyss are
streets, squares, and a chapel where
religious worship is held.

A farmer in Lorain county, Ohio,
hung himself recently because a quan-
tity of money which he had buried in
Lis cellar hia'l been ruined by mould.

One of the oldest birds in the world
died not long since. 1t was a parrot
belonging to the Prince of Wales,and
had lived, it was declared, 123 years,

Two Kentucky farmers in a buggy
were killed by a train, which smashed
the buggy but did not injure the horse
that was pulling it nor thie horse the
men were leading behind it

A fisherman’s trawling net brought
up recently, near Carlingford Loagh,
Ireland, a lot of law documents mis-

sing in Irish Chancery cases. Thoungh'

much damaged, the papers could be
read.

In Fiji there is a curious sea worm
whieli arrives in myriads on the coast
on n certain day. The waters are so
full of them as to resemble vermieilli
soup. After laying their eggs noth-
ing is left of them but empty skins.

Mammoth Cave is located in Ed-
mondson county, Ky. It was discov-
ered in 1800 by a Mr. Hulehins while
in pursnit of o beur. Its extreme ex-
tent is less thaa ten miles, and the
cozbined length of all the accessible
avenues is possibly 150 miles.

The smallest perfect watch ever
nude is owned by a Russiau princess,
Tt was first laced in an exquisite gold
ea- -, covered with the imost winute
but literally perfect Waitean scenes
in ennme!; then at the priveess’s de-
sire the woyks were removed and
placed inside a splendid diamond,
searcely two-filths of an inch in diam:
eter,
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Mindanao to Mindoro anu u
anes Islands, the total numb
ably much greater.

3. The Tagals, Tazalogs,
(Roman Catholic Malays), 1
Aguinaldo has drawn the I
of his forces, inhabit centr
Their number is uncertain,
the present we may accept
tin's estimate—1,200,000.

4, Tribes of Malays,
numerically of less impo
not always clearly distingt
Tagalogs and Visayans—-e.
canos, Pampangos, and %
Northern and Western 1
Bicols (or Vicols) in the exi
east of Liuzon and in adjac
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5. Non-Malayan savage:
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tered, and the eommon name
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nesiens” is given to these tribes by . . ;
the writers, whoregard them as repre- | or B mi-civilized Maley or

sentatives of a race which the Malays |

drove into the mountains, someyhnt
as Saxon displaced Celt in the British
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8 Hilkoff arranges his thirty-
f_r{day itinerary.

73alculating this run Prince Hil-
dstimates speéd on the Siberian
',E_,.:. at the very modest rete of but
:3ight kilometers, or thirty miles,
hour. Faster communication both
sa-¢nd land will doubtless soon
e, the minimum time to thirty
13}
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L00remain, Theyare ‘‘asnesran
ehto primitive man as can any-
Le found,says Professor Brin-
ad they are so farinferior in phy-

AENT RAL MASUARDO.

1¢ Philippine insurgent leader
aas most influence with the

» tribes of the island.)

« intelligence to the civilized
“Indone-

gisn” that they seem destined to dis-

appesr altogether before long.”
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Isles.
rotes who trusted to charms and bows
and arrows in the battle of February
5 were of this class. The accompany-
ing map shows the names of & dozen
different tribes in Northern Luzon
alone, with others in Central Minda-
nao, Northern Panay, and Negros, etc.
Little reliance can be placed upon the
estimates of the total number of “In-
donesiens” who have never consented
to stand and be counted. As an ap-
proximation, some of the aunthorifives
have suggested 300,000 or £00,000.

6, Of the aborigines called Negritos

That famous band of the Igor-'

are about 100,000 Chinese, and per-
haps 15,000 whites—not including

‘(3tneral Otis’s army.

_ The present distribution of the na-
tive tribes has evidently been occa-
gsioned by successive waves of inva-
sion. The aboriginal Aetis (Negritos)
g aless vigorous branch of fhe hnman
family, were unable to resist attacks
from restless and progressive neigh-
bors. The first people from the main-
land to appear as' conguerors on a
large scale may have been the so-called
Indounesiens; but these in turn were
displaced, in the more desirable por-

tions of the archipelago, by hordes of
Asiatics coming from the Malay Pen-
insula by way of Dorneo—the first
incursion being led by Tagals, and
tlie setotid by Visayans, The third
and last wav¥e of Mdlay invesion cul
minated ahout the middle of the sixs
teeuth century; not far from the tims
wher thé Spanidrds afrived tipo the
aceilo orid estellished themselves id
the Visayds and Ltizo#: L0

The oditor bf the Dictionnaire deé
Geographie Universelle estimates the
total population of the archipelago af
about 9,000,000, but fails to give con-
vinecirg fedsons for this opinion. In
view of the stdtements which have
been repeated day after day for the
Jast ten months; that the Philippines
support & poptlation of 8,000,000 to
10,000,000 persons, it may hob seem
that our question is too pointed if we
ask, How is this infornmation derived?
A little serutiny’ of figutesgiven in the
foregoing paragraphs will show that
perhaps 5,000,000 or 6,000,000 have
been accounted for. Within a limit-
ed avea, conditions which allow half a
million of people to live by hunting
are uot'usually such a¢ to dllow 8,
000,000 or 9,000,000 more to live by
agrioulture and commerce.  Why,
then, does it seem probable that the
population of the Philippines is so
dense? How has it been possible to
secure trustworthy information on this
head—Marrion Wilcox, in Harper’s
Weekly.

An Amerlcan Girl's Romance.
'he news that the Viscountess Deer-
hurst has just given birth to a son and
heir recalls her strange but romantic

]

Y¥ISCOUNTESS DEERHURST.

history. As is known, the young
Viscountess occupies en enviable posi-
tion iu English society, She has been
twice received by Queen Victoria, and
ghe has won many friends by her
charming personality, She was first
known to English society as DMMiss
Virginia Bonynge, the daughter of C.
W. Bonynge, a California millionaire,

Virginie Bonynge became the inti-

Skl

“IENTer WAS UL INUEIIDL e wumaus
married a housemeid and emigrated
to America. The Daniels journeyed
from the Bast to Illinois, where they
begau farming on a quarter section of
land, and it was during their sojourn
in this State that Virginia was borm.
When g mers babe her parentsstarted
for the Rockies. While in a
mining camp on the Pacific
slope Daniel quarreled with a num-
her of reckless men and killed
his man, He was triedand convicted
and sentenced to life imprisonment.
Soon after Bonynge, also aminer, mef
Mrs. Daniel and persuaded her to get
a divorce from Daniel, which she did,
and married him. Thereafter Virginia
beceme known as Virginia Bonynge.

The Bonynges prospered and became
rich, and eventually went to Lohdon

to live. When the facts of Miss Bon-
ynge's antecedents were made known
to the prospective bridegroom the en-
gagemont was broken off by the scion
of the uoble British house. The
Princess Christian, however, re-
mained the iair heiress's friend, and
she challenged her right of entre into
the most aristocratic British society.
The chances are that Virginia Bou-
ynge cared little for her first noble
love, for she soon forgot him and mar-
vied the Viscount Deerhurst, who
loved Ler in spite of the fact that she
was the daughter of a miner and &
eonviet.

The Pan-American Emblem.

This design tor the emblem of the
Pan-American Exposition, to be held
Buffalo, N. Y., in 1901, has bheen
awarded the first prize. It follows the
outlines of the map and shows South
America as stretching up her hand to
North America. ;

OTFICIAYL SEAL OF PAN-AMERICAN EXFO-
SIT A

The design is by Raphael Beck and
iz considered a splendid effort in are
tistic endeavor.

Some German Naval Titles.

The titles of some of the officials in
the (German navy would tangle the
tongue of an American officer, and the
Emperor is trying to simplify them.
Tor example, @ frigate captain was
formerly known as =& ‘korvei-
ten-capitan-mit-oberslieutenantrang.”
Thereis an officer on the list of the
(terman navy known as the ‘“marine-
kasseninspector,” whose duties are to
inspect the marines, while the chief
inspector of marines is known simply
ase “‘marinegarnisonyerwaltungsober-
inspector.” Imagine the Admirsl
calling for that officer in the midst cf

& battla,

6bD FISHING IN CALIFORNIA,

Boy Angiés tn Horsebuck and Gots Fon
and Xiili Féonn Figlten,

“Hi, there!” shoutéd & boy, very
much out of breath, who hadrim #p
from the beach at San Diego, Cal,
whore the big rollers were piling in
with g mighty roar.

¢\What is it? yelled a stableman.

“Squids, millious of 'em; theyre
jist in the surf. Can’t you lend me
# orse?” gasped the boy.

“7g thint £07" said the man. *'Why,”
looking around, ‘‘heve’s a couple of
ponies waiting; jump od and I'll go
with you,” and forewith the fwo
sprang into the saddles and dashed

own to the beach.

“You can hoolk ’em right ashore,”
gid the oy, and leaping off the pony
Ie picked tip from the beach, where
lie had previonely laid it, a bambeo
rod aliout nine feet long that had a
large hook at theend. Thus equipped,
Lie moved down to the water's edge.

It had been blowing a heavy south-
easter, and great waves were coming
in, piling up long black massos of kelp
that wound away like serpents over
the sand, Here and there, just on
the Lorders of the waves,were strange
uncanny-looking creatures, six or
seven feet in length, with long finger-
like tentacles and Dblack, staring eyes.
Some were high, dry aund helpless;
othars were balf in the water, waving
their sucker-like tentacles as though
imploring aid, while out in the waves
others could be seen, either driven in
by some large fish or beaten in by the
sea.

“What good are they?” asked the’
gtableman, who had never seen the
animals, =

*“(+00d?"” repeated the boy, ‘‘why,
it’s fun catchin’ 'em,and I can sell the
ayes and pen for Afty cents. Jestlook
at ’em, will you!” and,digging hisfeet
into the reluctant broncho, he urged
him into the surf, where, reaching
down, le hooked on to something. A
big wave splashed over his back,
drenching him from head to foot, but
be held on to the squid, and the bron-
cho, thongh visibly alarmed at the
bideons-looking creature, dragged it
out high and dry on the beach, where
it lay pumping iuk and water, ite long
arms coiling about like snakes. :

After varions excursions into the
surf the boy, having with the aid of
the stableman haulel the animals
gbove ligh-water mak, began to
gecure Lis tressures. Ench squid had
a pen—long, opal-tinted, translucent
object, the model of & huge pen and
holder eighteen or twenty inches in
length, This was found extending
foom the tip of the tail to the neck of
the animal, and served as a support,
something like a backbone. But the
squid is o squid, mot a backboned
animal, Next the huge eyes were
taken ont and the eyeball secured,
which, after drying, resembled a pearl
almost as large as a marble. Then the
voung fisharman produced a bag of

‘High wes biz step

THE CRAND MATCH,

Dennis wae hearty when Dennis was younge

in the jig that he sprung,

He had the looks an' the sootherin’ tongue—
An’ he wanted a girl wid a fortung.

Nonnie was gray-eyed an, Nannie was tall,

Fair was the face hid in-undher Ler sbawl
Troth ! an he liked her the best ¢' them
But she'd not'a traneen to her fortune.

He began to look out for a lkelier mate
Bo he married & girl that' was couuted &

cateh
An' as ugiy as need be, the dark [ttt
patch—
‘But that was a thrifle, he tould ber.
fhe brought him her good-lookin’ gouMd to
admire, .
ghe brought him her good-look.lns cows 1o .
).ral
But far from gobd-lookin' she sat by his

fire—
And pafd him that ¢ ‘thrifle” he tould her.
He met pretty Nan when a month had gons

b L]
And heﬂ.‘hought like a fool to get round hex

he'd try;
Wid a smile on her lip an' a spark in her-

eye—

She siid. ‘How is the woman that owns

ye?Sl-
Och, never be tellin’ the life that he's led !

Sure, many’s the night that Le'll wish him-
sell dead, :

For zhha sake o' two eyes in a pretty girl's

sal—
An’ the tongue o' the Woman that owns

him.
—Molra O'Neill,ir Blackwood's Magazine. A
HUMOROUS,

““What is ideal’ weather}.*" “Any
kind of weather which makes yon wad
because you have to work for &
living.”

Henry (with a wedge of pie in his
fist)—Fingers were made before knives
and forks, Uncle George. Uncle
George—Not yours.

“That story was the funniest thing
I ever heard,” said Flinders. i d
would have made a jacl ass laugh.
Why, I laughed at it fit to split ‘my
sides.” :

The Lawyer—Well, we have wonm
the suit, and now I will formally turm
over the ameunt yet coming fo you
from the estate. The Heir—Oh, keep
the change.

Jackson—Heaven bless him! He
showed confidence in me when the | - =
clonds were dark and threateming. -
Wilson—In what way? Jackson—He
lent me an umbrella. !

Hojack—I don’t believe in hervedity.
Tomdikg—Why mot? Hojack — The
Father of this Country could not tell
a lie, but look at his children’s suc-
cessful efforts in that direction.

“With or without?'’ asked the bar-
her, as the customer took his seat in
the chair. ‘‘Without,” replied ihe .
customer. Whereupon the barber .
shaved him withont any conversation.
Among the tantalizing gifts the lavish hand

of nuture pours 7 ; .
Are the moonlit nights which come along
before It's safe to court-outdoors.

Dobbs—There’s & man who shaves
geveral times a day. Wiggin—You . =
don’t mean it.  Should think there’d o
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There is an atmosphere o1 bolster:
ous life about tha youth of Cromwell,
nnd royalist writers represent him as
n terror to his neighbors, ‘‘He threw
himself intoa dissolute and disorderly
course of life,” says Sir William Dug-
dale,” being more famous for football,
ericket, eudgelling, and wrestling than
for study.” But fostball and ericket
are not unpardonable sins in a youth,
even if we add tothem the further ac-
cusations of his enemies, that he was
of a rough and Dblustering temper,
unable to endure contradiction, and
always ready to make those who ob-
jected to his words and ways feel the
weight of his quarter-staff. If he
really was of such a disposition, his
early reformation was very creditable
to him, for soon after he was twenty
years of age the admonitions and en-
treaties of his mother—then a widow
—prevailed over all other seduction.
His sndden reformation drew ou him
a charge of hypocrisy, but the abrupt
and absolute change of his life was
only the natnral consequences of au
iron will that, having once datermined
ou a change, makes it without hesita-
tion, and with a thoroughness leaving
nothing for future regret.—Amelia
Barr, in Harper’s Magazine.

The Fate of American Rulers,

Assassination of ruyal rulers seems
to have been introdnced into Amerien
in the first deeades of this century,and
the first to fall was a black man,Des-
salines, who for a while had masquer-
aded under the title of emperor aund
was killed by his troops in 1806. The
next to die was his suecessor, Chris-
tophe,sometimes calleld the first black
king in Ameriza aad who was crowned
as Henry J. built a palace and castle
and kept : 1 exscutioner. He ran the
gamut of royalty and thén committed
suicide to avoid death at the hands of
his enemies, shooting himself with a
silver bullet. He was the emivent
creator of those now degenerate scions
of nobility wlo e aicestors sported
the titles of dukes and counts of Mar-
malade and Lemonade. As ‘‘Saint
Henry’ he now rests secure of fame
in the Haytian chronicles. It became
the custom, after that, to depose a
Haytian ruler by the powder and
poinard route, so that the chronicle
becomes tiresome of those who took
that means of exit.—New York Tele-
aram,

*An Anecdote of Tennyson,

The poet Tennyson was gifted with
the grace of humility. His letters
disclose his dissatis‘netion with him-
self and his achievements. He pitched
his ideals high, and he knew, none
more clearly, when he failed to grasp
what he had reached after. An anec-
dote contributed by the Duke of
Argyle and quoted by Miss Cary in
her volume, “Tennyson,” exhibits the
poet’s huwility.

“The first wordsI heard him utter,”
says the Dulke, ‘“‘remain indelibly im-
pressed upon my memory, On being
introduced to him atan evening party
in the house of Lord John Russell, I
said, perhaps with some emotion:

¢ am so glad to see youl’

“Not in the tone or veice of mere
conventional reply, but in the accents
of sincere humility, e answered:

“You won't find much in me-—
afta! ELL, "

‘iairn s o eirnner

very dangerous. Do people often get
drowned in thisbay? Waterman—No, -
indeed, mum., The sharks never. teb
anybody drown. Wk

“Tt is said that if man were to. live
;- long as the sun endures he would,
«. the end be learning still.”  ‘‘Yes,
and the office boy would probably
think he knew more about the busi-
ness than the old man did even'
then.”

First Young Woman—Let’s see.
Who wrote “‘Pickwick Papers?”’ Sec-
ond Ditto—Dickens. (The Lie) “Of
course, I counlnn’t for® the moment
think of his name.” (The Trap) ‘He .
was the author of ‘Pendennis’ and
‘Under Two Flags,’ you kaow.”
(Caught) ‘‘Oh, yes, I know that.”

“‘When Bilford went west he told
me that as socon as he had settled
down and pulled himself together he
would write to me, but I have never
heard from him.” “Bilford was blown
up in an explosion of dynamite three
months ago. He may have settled
down,but Idon’t believe he has pulled
himself together yet.”

Had Observed It.

There had been a brilliant company
at the home of a society leader, s
woman whose husband, while a worthy
mau, was noted rather for his wealth
than for his mental attainments.

“Well, Abner,” she said, after the
last visitor had gone and they had sab
down to talk it over, ‘'it wasa com-
piste success, wasn't it?”

“Snre,” replied the husband.

“Did you notice Professor Much-
man?”’

“He was the man with the bandage
around his neck, wasa't he?”

Yes, You heard him talk, didn’t
you?”’
““Oh yes. I heard him.”

¢What an astonishing vocabulary
he has!” .

“Well, that may be what itis,” said
Abner, doubtfully, ‘*but from the way
he held his head I should judge it was
a rarbuncle.”’—Youth's Companion.

The Island of Negros. .

Negros is an island in the Philip-
pines, about one hundred and fifty |
miles long, and having an average
width of twenty-five miles, It lies
between Panay and Cebu and just
Qorth of Mindanao, It is about three
hundred and eighty miles south of
Manile. The island is divided into
two provinces, one known as Western
Negros, having an area of 1920 square
miles and a population of 226,995, and
the other called Eastern Negros, with
a population of 94,782 and oceupying
371 square miles. The. island is
mountainous and wild and its coasts
are difficult of access. A high moun-
tain chain crosses it from north to
south. The land is uneven, but fer-
tile. The natives irrigate the soil and s
produce, tobacco, coffee, sugar cane 13
and wheat. : g

His Inlerest.. -
“I want to see the airship an es-
tablished factor in our every-day life,” .
remarked the skeptic. ¢
“You think it 'will be a particularly
useful institution?””  ~ S
“No. I'd like to live thatlong, -
that's all,”—Washington Star, >3




